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Remembrance Address – 11 November 2022 
Rev’d Michael Shapcott 
 

 
I am grateful for the honour to serve as your chaplain in Sorrento this Remembrance Day, our 
first in-person gathering for this most solemn of days since 2019. My name is Michael Shapcott 
and I serve in ordained ministry as a Deacon at St Mary’s Anglican / United just across the 
highway, as well as Executive Director of the Sorrento Centre.  
 
I am grateful to acknowledge we are gathered today in Secwépemc'ulucw – the traditional and 
unceded territory of Secwépemc people, who have lived on this land since time immemorial 
practicing virtues of harmony and generosity. These are virtues that we all aspire to live into.  
 
Remembrance Day is a time of lament and a time of hope. Lament for the loss of lives, the 
sacrifices by so many, in times of war. Hope that their sacrifice was not in vain, hope for a 
better world – a world free of violence and death. It is a mistake to think that Remembrance 
Day is merely looking back on old times, old memories, old people, old events.  
 
About two weeks ago, the Sorrento Centre hosted an event called Mindfulness and Indigenous 
Law. More than 100 people gathered here in this very hall. Among the experts was Dr. 
Marianne Ignace, a professor at Simon Fraser University and expert in Secwepemc language. Dr 
Ignace made a very interesting observation I have been thinking about non-stop since then.  
 
Her comment rings most powerfully on this day – on Remembrance Day.  
 
Dr. Ignace said that, for Secwepemc and other Indigenous people, the past is not something 
behind us or the future something in front of us. That’s the way that most of us tend to think 
about past and future – past behind, future ahead. For our Secwepemc neighbours, said Dr. 
Ignace, the past is in front and fills our vision, as well as guiding our thoughts and our lives. It is 
the future that is behind us, difficult to see, hard to comprehend. 
 
Think about that – and think about how that different way of looking at past and future can 
help us this Remembrance Day. Let’s not see the past as merely something behind us – a 
distant memory, an old story. Let us summon the past to the front of our vision to help us 
understand the present and live with hope into the future.  
 
At the back of the hall, I placed an old photo from 1920 – you can see it there in the brown 
frame. It’s a group of several dozen people who came together in Sorrento, less than two years 
after the end of the First World War. They were in front of Spes Bona, which in those days was 
a splendid three-storey wooden mansion – the largest and most elegant residence in our region 
and the home of the Kinghorn family. The merchant banker Mr. Kinghorn had invited local 
veterans from the recent horrific war – what had been called the Great War, or the War to End 
All Wars – to his home to thank them for their service, to honour those who sacrificed their 
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health and their lives in the war and to look, with hope, to the future. In other words, to do in 
1920 what we are gathered here today to do one hundred and two years later. 
 
We all know that 18 short years after that gathering on the lawn of Spes Bona, the world was 
once again gripped in the horror of war, young men and young women were called to serve 
their country and many more sacrifices were made. More names were added to cenotaphs, 
including our own cenotaph just across the highway at St Mary’s Church.  
 
It didn’t end there. We remember the Korean War, Gulf Wars, Bosnian War, war in Afghanistan, 
and many more. How many more? Well, it is estimated that there are at least 22 major conflicts 
classified as wars today – from the Ukraine to Myanmar and from Colombia to Somalia.   
 
Remembrance – when it isn’t relegated to the mists of time – is a powerful thing. 
 
The dictionary tells us “remember” comes from the Old French word “remembrer”. This has its 
roots in the Latin word “rememorari”. The Latin word “memor” means “mindful” and the “re-“ 
at the front is used to express intensive force. 
 
To remember is to be deeply mindful and powerfully aware. Some people think remembrance 
is merely looking backwards with misty eyes. But I hope that today we can all grasp the wisdom 
of our Secwepemc neighbours and understand that looking back is only the first part of 
remembrance. To truly remember is not simply to look backwards, but to take the lessons and 
sacrifices of history and place them firmly in front of us to help us to move forwards. 
 
In 2019, the Sorrento Centre was honoured to be welcomed into the global reconciliation 
initiative called the Community of the Cross of Nails, based at Coventry Cathedral in England. 
The story of Coventry and the birth of the Community of the Cross of Nails in the fiery depths of 
the Second World War is an important one. Here is an outline from the history of the Cathedral: 
 

“On the night of 14 November 1940, the city of Coventry was devastated by bombs 
dropped by the Luftwaffe. The Cathedral burned with the city, having been hit by 
several incendiary devices. The decision to rebuild the cathedral was taken the morning 
after its destruction. Rebuilding would not be an act of defiance, but rather a sign of 
faith, trust and hope for the future of the world. It was the vision of the Provost at the 
time, Richard Howard, which led the people of Coventry away from feelings of 
bitterness and hatred. This has led to the cathedral’s Ministry of Peace and 
Reconciliation, which has provided spiritual and practical support, in areas of conflict 
throughout the world. Shortly after the destruction, the cathedral stonemason, Jock 
Forbes, noticed that two of the charred medieval roof timbers had fallen in the shape of 
a cross. He set them up in the ruins where they were later placed on an altar of rubble 
with the moving words ‘Father Forgive’ inscribed on the Sanctuary wall. Another cross 
was fashioned from three medieval nails by local priest, the Rev’d Arthur Wales. The 
Cross of Nails has become the symbol of Coventry’s ministry of reconciliation.” 
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Here are a few facts to help you to understand, to re-member, the horror of that November 
night about eight decades ago, taken from the official history of Coventry: 
 

• “The aid raid on Coventry on the night of 14 November 1940 was the single most 
concentrated attack on a British city in the Second World War.” 

• “Following the raid, Nazi propagandists coined a new word in German - Coventrieren - 
to raze a city to the ground.” 

• “Codenamed 'Moonlight Sonata', the raid lasted for 11 hours and involved nearly 500 
Luftwaffe bombers, gathered from airfields all over occupied Europe.” 

• “The Luftwaffe dropped 500 tons of high explosive, 30,000 incendiaries and 50 
landmines. It was also trying out a new weapon, the exploding incendiary.” 

• “More than 43,000 homes, just over half the city's housing stock, were damaged or 
destroyed in the raid.”  

• “The official death toll from the night was 554, but the real figure could have been much 
higher with many people unaccounted for.” 

 
A strong response to the horror of the bombing took shape in the smoking ruins of Coventry 
Cathedral as Provost Howard, stonemason Forbes and Rev’d Wales embraced a moral vision of 
a future of faith, trust and hope.  
 
Today, the Community of the Cross of Nails draws together more than 200 justice-seeking 
organizations. Each of these churches and community organizations are in different places 
around the world – from Rwanda to New Zealand and from Germany to right here in Sorrento. 
We have different histories we seek to understand, and we live in economic, social, cultural and 
political contexts that are diverse. 
 
The mission that drives the Community of the Cross of Nails is based on three steps: 
 
First, heal the wounds of history. 
 
Second, celebrate difference and diversity. 
 
Third, build a culture of peace. 
 
Today, on Remembrance Day, we take that first step – heal the wounds of history by first 
looking deeply into our history, understanding and honouring the sacrifices made by so many, 
and committing to lives of love, justice and peace in a world that continues to be wracked with 
violence, war and injustice.  
 
Today, we remember the young men and women who left in times of war and never returned. 

• We remember their families, their friends, their communities, and we grieve with them. 

• We remember those who were disabled or traumatized.  

• We remember indigenous and non-indigenous folks alike. 
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• We remember all who suffered the devastation of past wars, combatants and civilians. 
 
We remember all who continue to suffer the scourge of violent conflict, in past and present. 

• Those who are sick or injured, and need care 

• Those who live with the sound of guns and bombs around them 

• Those who are caught in cycles of violence they can’t escape 

• Those who are paralyzed with fear 
 
We remember those who bind up the wounds of war, as we pray: 

• For those who work to end hostility 

• For those who provide aid in conflict zones 

• For those who care for the sick and the dying 

• For those who investigate and defend human rights 

• For those who support and welcome refugees 
 
Please allow me to recite the Coventry Litany of Reconciliation:  
  
All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.  
  
The hatred which divides nation from nation, race from race, class from class,  
FATHER FORGIVE  
  
The covetous desires of people and nations to possess what is not their own,  
FATHER FORGIVE  
  
The greed which exploits the work of human hands and lays waste the earth,  
FATHER FORGIVE  
  
Our envy of the welfare and happiness of others,  
FATHER FORGIVE  
  
Our indifference to the plight of the imprisoned, the homeless, the refugee,  
FATHER FORGIVE  
  
The lust which dishonours the bodies of men, women and children,  
FATHER FORGIVE  
  
The pride which leads us to trust in ourselves and not in God,  
FATHER FORGIVE  
  
Be kind to one another, tender hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.  
  
Amen.  


